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his crops destroyed. The survivors, of course, were now
ranged upon the side of the real murderers of Thompson and
the crew of the Boyd, and it was not long before they captured
the crew of a whaling-boat entirely innocent of any share in the
wretched business, killing every man and devouring the dead
bodies with cannibal rites. Thus did the wanton violation of a
chief's mana lead to a series of horrible murders.

Not less tragic is the story of another sea-captain named
Stewart, in command of the brig Elizabeth. A famous chief
named Rauparaha, who had long been the terror of the tribes
in his vicinity, with whom he had waged a merciless war, was
anxious to attack his greatest rival named Maranui, who dwelt
with his people at a considerable distance along the coast
When the brig Elizabeth put into his bay, he bribed Stewart to
take him on board with a number of his warriors, and convey
them to Maranui's village. Stewart not only agreed to this,
but when he arrived at the appointed place he enticed Maranui,
with his wife and daughter and a few of his principal chiefs,
to come on board, swearing that he had no Maoris with him,
and offering to supply his visitors with firearmg in return for
native goods. They accepted the invitation in good faith, but
no sooner were they on the Elizabeth than Rauparaha and his
warriors sprang up the hatchway and hacked them to death,
with the exception of the chief and his wife and little daughter,
who were reserved for torture. On the shore, in Maranui's
village, there was no suspicion as to the fate of their chiefs,
but as night approached, Rauparaha and his band attacked the
natives while they were unprepared for resistance, slaughtering
men, women, and children, and setting fire to their houses.
It has been asserted that Stewart and his crew took a part in
this massacre. But, be that as it may, it is quite certain that
the brutal captain allowed the warriors to bring on board his
ship fragments of their enemy's flesh, let them cook it in
his own pots, and watched the horrid orgies of the feast.
- Another spectator of this awful scene was the chief,
Maranui, who, cruelly bound in the ship's irons,.was forced